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TABLE II.-Tmperatures of air aitd water at N7eldon. N . C., on Roanoke Ricer. 1884. .du, ring 

ikep?*opagation of striped bass . 
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[Under the direction of S . G . Worth. suporintendent; C . M . MoDowell. oaptnin of force.] 
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* Tho.water tomporrjtutnres were taken in tho canal. aud not in tho rivor proper . 
123.--TIIE U A R P  P O N D S  B E L O N G I N G  3'0 THE 8TATIC OX' TPEXAM . 

[From the Teras Farm sild Eauoh.1 

The State fish-ponds a t  Austin, Tex., are now in a most flourishing 
condition. arid the taste displayed in decorating the walks with flowers 
and shrubs. arid other attractkc improvemexts. reflects groat credit 
upon the commissioner . The pouds are sittiated close to Barton's Creek 
(about two miles from Austin). from whicli they are supplied with cold 
8pring water . There are four of these ponds. three of which are fully 
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stocked with carp of difl'erent ages. They are connected with sluices 
by which they c:in be dried, and fish may be easily talien or transferred, 
as required. At the tup of the bell, the $finny boarders dart  forward to the 
refectory with CL sound like a distant waterfall, and a ripple ofi the sur- 
face of the water like that produced by a heavy driving rain. Scraps 
of bread and vegetables are then devoured, while the water is flecked 
with gold and eilver from the sides and bellies of the feeding fish. 
b L  Do the young fish in the adjoining pond also auswer to tho bbllaB,' 
we asked of the caretaker. b L  Oh. no," he replied, 6' It takes about six 
months' training to educate them up to that point ; but when they have 
learned the lesson they never refuse to put in an appearance a t  maal- 
time." Of all sizes there are at present about half a million carp, with 
facilities for increasiug the number, as the deniand for stocking rivers 
and private ponds increases. OP all fish, it is the best adapted to our 
climate, both for successful culture and large profit. Its growth is rapid, 
the fish reaching about 20 pounds in two years; its fecundity iu pro- 
digious, moro than 700,000 eggs having been found in a breeding fish 
of moderate size. It does best in still water, is sun-proof, subject to no 
diseases, and can bo fattened like a pig 011 tho refuse of the vegetable 
garden, for which its teeth are adapted, beiug large, flat, and situated 
on tho pharynx very far back in the mouth. The quality of its flesh 
depends upon tho clmracter of its food. Carp in riinning streams or jn 
ponds where limited to mud or rauk weeds for subsistence, are no bet- 
ter than the salt-wat,er inullot ; but i t  has been demonstrated by pis- 
ciculturists that when properly fed they are little i f  a,ny iizferior to sal- 

Of the iinportanCe of this fish as a factor in the future food supply of 
Texas, too much cannot be saiii'; and yet it would seem sufficient merely 
to state that in a pond only a few square rods in area the farmer can 
raise, without expense, more than sufficient carp to supply his f'au~ily 
the year round. lndeed, me trust the day is not far off' when the carp. 
pond, shaded with big trees and willows, and decorated with rose-bushes 
end llo\vers, will be tho possession of every farmer who aspires to thrift, 
taste, and good living. 

Pisciculture is nothing new." The art of breeding and filttening fish 
mas kuowu to the ancient llomaus, aud Latin authors tell us all about 
tho fanoifuI flavors imparted to fishes especially fed for the tables of 
tho wealthy. Tho Eornans borrowed the art  froin the Chinese, who 
pacliecl the fish ova in eggs and had them hatched by hens. 

Commercial fish-culture is a t  present largely carried on by the 
Freuch, where the market is largely supplied froin private ponds, and 
is ILU import~ii tgencrally the most important-source of profit to the 
owners. 

??IO% 

AUSTIN, TEX., Hay 1,1884. 




